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Smith: First of all, Mr. Bosscher, thank you for doing this.  Tell me, what was the 30-

30 Club? 

Bosscher I was a student manager and 29 football players of the South High team of 

1930.  We were state champs.  We played in a snow storm on Thanksgiving, 

ten inches of snow and the kids at the school, for two days, they shoveled that 

whole field and it ended up in a 0-0 tie.  But Frank Cook was declared 

ineligible because he had signed a baseball, professional, so they had to forfeit 

everything.   

The 30-30 Club, we met every Thanksgiving, every Thanksgiving morning at 

nine o’clock for 75 years.  Every five years, we had our families with us.  We 

did that until there was just Jim Trimpe in Grand Rapids.  We met for two 

years.  Leon Joslin is out in Seattle. 

Smith: Was one of those meetings at the White House? 

Bosscher: Yes.  I was president of the 30-30 Club for years and Jerry Ford was my vice 

president and the vice president of the United States.  I said, “You know, the 

vice president has charge of the next meeting, you’d better invite us.”  So, he 

goes back to Washington and he sent out invitations from the vice president’s 

office.  Next week he’s president.  He withdrew all the original invitations and 

sent out invitations from the White House.  So we had a bunch of invitations. 

And then we had luncheon there, and had a tour of the White House in small 

groups - going to see parts of the White House that we’ve never seen. 

 That afternoon, he took off for some out of town business, but then we had a 

tour of different companies around, the US Mint, we spent the weekend there. 

Smith: I know this was a long time ago, but tell me, what was Jerry Ford like when 

you knew him as a player, as a kid? 
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Bosscher: He was a leader, he was a natural born leader.  He was in football, basketball, 

and track.  He did field events and played regular in varsity basketball, but 

then a leader in football.  He was all-state center.  He goes on to Michigan, he 

played the freshman game they had there, he made the all-freshman team.  

The next year he followed Chuck Bernard, an all-American center from 

Michigan, he followed him.  He played for three years or two years really 

regularly. 

Smith: You say he was a leader.  How did that manifest itself?  How do you define 

leadership? 

Bosscher: I would say he didn’t have any enemies.  He was friends with anybody. I 

mean, he’d come to town, I’d say to some friend of mine, “Do you want to go 

out and meet Jerry Ford?” “Are you going to see him?”  “If I get close to him, 

we’ll meet him.”  One time we were out at the airport and only could get 

about five feet from the fence and I says, “Jerry, I’d like to have you meet ‘so 

and so’.”  He reaches way over that fence and shook hands with the guy and 

that guy said, “I wouldn’t have believed it.”  He had friends all over.  And I 

suppose that’s just the way he was in the White House.  They said he wasn’t a 

very good president, but it’s coming out now, he was pretty good.  It’ll finally 

show up. 

Smith: Did he have a temper? 

Bosscher: I wouldn’t say he had a temper, no.  No, he never got mad, but he was a good 

leader, he could get guys to play hard.  He was just a good leader.  In fact, I 

first met him when I was about in the 6th grade. We used to play down in 

Madison Park.  Now that new Madison Park is Ford, named after him, they’ve 

torn the old one down.  And we used to play a little ice skating there and play 

softball, a little pass-and-tap.  Then he went to South, we were in senior’s 

session 203, he was in A-1 and I was in 7-2, but we were in the same session 

room.  So, I followed him all the way through high school, just tailed behind 

him. (laughs)  

Smith: What’s the difference between South and Central? 
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Bosscher: Well, in Central, that’s my opinion, they’re of the old school, the old people 

on the hill, people more sophisticated.  South took in Burton Heights all the 

way over to Eastern and Franklin.  I was just inside. Where I lived on Thomas 

I could’ve gone to Central. In fact, one girl went to Central, a boy went to 

Christian High, another one went to Tech, and I went to South.  I had two 

brothers that I followed.  In fact, all five of us children graduated from South. 

Smith: It’s interesting, because it has been said, that one of the reasons specifically 

that he went to South was because it was a much more diverse student body. 

Bosscher: When he lived on Union, he was in the South district.  So he got started in 

athletics, and they moved out to East Grand Rapids, but he got an old Ford 

and he drove back and forth to school.  So he stayed at South then.  I’d say for 

two or three years, he was living out in East Grand Rapids. 

Smith: How diverse was the student body at South?  I mean, did you have different 

ethnic groups?  Different economic groups?  Blacks?  How varied? 

Bosscher: I would say South was a mixture.  We had them from Lafayette, Sheldon, 

Franklin, a lot of Italians - a lot of those went to Catholic Central, but a lot of 

them went to South, and to the south end, Burton Heights, and over near 

where I lived. So it was quite a variety of classes.  Two hundred and thirty, 

two hundred a class, a high school class. 

Smith: Was he sort of a big man on campus? 

Bosscher: Yeah, but he wore it well.  He wore it well.  In fact, a friend of mine said, 

“You should see the love letters he used to write to my sister.”  This was 

before the first girlfriend he had.  Ford used to sit and park in front of her 

house on Grande Ville Avenue. (laughs) 

Smith: (laughs) We want to know more.  I was going to say, did he have girlfriends? 

Bosscher: Oh, he played the field.  He played the field. 

Smith: And who was the young lady in question to whom he wrote these…? 

Bosscher: The first one? You really want to know? (laughs) 
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Smith: Sure! 

Bosscher: Hondorp, was her name.  I graduated with her sister, Gertrude.  Mary 

Hondorp. 

Smith: And what did she look like? 

Bosscher: She was a lot different than his wife now.  She was a little shorty, the one he’s 

married to now.  In fact, this is her second marriage.  She was married to a 

Warren first, but then she got rid of the Warren name and used her original 

name.  They were married in Grace Episcopal Church. 

Smith: Were there other girlfriends after? 

Bosscher: Oh, I suppose he had a lot of them. 

Smith: He was popular with the girls? 

Bosscher: Yeah, but I would say Mary Hahndorp (?) was the closest one.  That’s where 

his car used to park on Grande Ville. (laughs) 

Smith: What did a kid, or a teenager, do in Grand Rapids in the 1920’s or ‘30’s?  

What did you do for fun in Grand Rapids?  I mean, you weren’t in school all 

the time.  Did you work? 

Bosscher: I was very active in the YMCA.  Before I went out to Fisher Body, I was the 

boy’s physical director at the YMCA.  There was just two of us, me and the 

instructor and we had all the boys classes.  But the YMCA didn’t pay much 

and I went back to school for the last half year just to do something. I took 

machine shop from a fellow named Paul Structer(?).  He later went down to 

Davis Tech, and he was in a men’s class, and then he went to General Motors 

and was in personnel there.  Then he was the first personnel director at Fisher 

Body.  I heard that a big, heavyset man was personnel director.  I said, “I bet 

that’s Paul Structer(?).” So I went out to see him, we chatted.  He used to take 

me – he didn’t have any kids – he used to take me to these father and son 

deals he belonged to and I was his son.  Paul Structer(?), he says, “What kind 

of job would you like?”  I said, “I’m only interested in tool die 

apprenticeship.”  I was the fifth employee out there and the first apprentice 
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class.  I was assistant safety director for a couple of years, and the war broke 

out and everybody had to run a machine, so I had to go back to the tool room.  

You couldn’t get off work 7 days a week.   

Smith: Was it unusual then for high school students to go on to college? 

Bosscher: In high school, Bill Schuiling and he were running for class president.  Bill 

Schuiling beat him out.  Later on, Ford’s in the White House and Bill 

Schuiling’s the vice president at a big bank right down the street. 

Smith: Tell us about Bill Schuiling. 

Bosscher: Bill Schuiling?  He was all brains.  He was a very good student, not active in 

any extracurricular activities, where Ford was always busy in athletics. 

Smith: Was it brain versus brawn? 

Bosscher: Well, a little bit of both, but you couldn’t tell it between them they way they 

reacted to each other.  Ford didn’t have any enemies, unless he bawled 

someone out for not working hard enough playing football. 

Smith: He was a hard worker? 

Bosscher: Oh, you betcha. 

Smith: Did he get that from his family? 

Bosscher: No, he was the adopted son of Ford, I forget what his first name was, but his 

mother just died just a few years ago.  She lived in town here. 

Smith: What was she like? 

Bosscher: She was very nice.  Very nice.  But he didn’t have any brothers or sisters 

except the two half-brothers. 

Smith: But they were pretty close. 

Bosscher: Yeah, very close.  He just had two boys and every 5 years, we’d have the 

families for Thanksgiving breakfast.  We met about eleven o’clock and he 

came one year with his two older boys before he had the third and fourth.  We 

always heard from him.  He called us every Thanksgiving and he’d stay on 
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that phone until everyone who wanted to talk to him got a chance to talk.  In 

fact, one year, when I was out in Porter Hills Rehab, I had fallen down the 

stairs here, and I was out there for about five weeks - no, five days.  This time 

I was out there six weeks.  But, while we were at Porter Hills, Burgess Wisner 

was there, he was our secretary treasurer and I was president.  So we’d been 

out at Porter Hills on Thanksgiving.  And I says to some of the people that 

were there, I says, “If you want to speak to Ford, to be introduced to Ford, 

you come on while we’re having breakfast.”  I went over when the phone’s 

ringing. “Hello, this is Jerry calling.”  He talked to anybody that wanted to 

spend some time with him. 

Smith: I want to go back to this campaign, this first campaign that he ran for 

president and lost.  Do you remember what grade that was? 

Bosscher: Well, when he ran for [Congress], the 30-30 Club got together and met at his 

home and all got signatures to run against Barney Jonkman.  Now, Barney 

Jonkman was an old timer.  I said, “You’ll never beat Barney Jonkman,”, but 

he beat him the first year.  

Smith: Why was Jonkman so popular? 

Bosscher: I don’t know why he was so popular.  I knew him real well, and his family, 

we went to the same church. 

Smith: What was he like? 

Bosscher: Altogether different, altogether different.  I mean, Ford could make friends 

with anybody.  Jonkman was a little bit hard to reach, but he kept winning and 

winning until Ford ran against him and Ford beat him.  Now, that’s unusual 

for a first time running for federal office.  He got in. 

Smith: I assume Jonkman was surprised.  He expected to beat this… 

Bosscher: Just like now, they’re saying Ford didn’t have a very good record as a 

president, but things are coming out now, that he made some moves that 

weren’t popular at the time, but they’re coming out now.  That’s the way he 

did, silently he did good things. 
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Smith: Did he campaign in high school?  You said he ran for president in your class.  

Bosscher: He ran for president, but Bill Shuiling beat him out. 

Smith: Did he campaign?  How do you run for president in high school? 

Bosscher: You get some teams – people that are in favor of Schuiling, people that in 

favor of Ford and they bicker back and forth and finally, they have an 

election.  Bill Schuiling beat him out 

Smith: Was it a popularity contest?  What did you debate? 

Bosscher: It wasn’t a popularity contest because Ford would’ve won that, but Schuiling 

was a little more of a student and they wanted him for a president.  But later 

on, he gets up in Washington as a vice president.  Ford’s in the White House. 

Smith: Were they friends?  Did they stay in touch? 

Bosscher: I don’t know any who didn’t like Ford.  I mean, athletes at other schools 

always spoke highly of Ford.  He always played fairly and he was just a great 

guy.  I mean, he being the only son for a while, then when Ford married… He 

never carried, that I can remember, his mother’s name.  If he did, I forget 

what it was. 

Smith: Leslie King was his birth name, then of course he took Gerald Ford’s. 

Bosscher: He was very young when she married Jerry Ford from the paint company. 

Smith: Do you remember the paint company? 

Bosscher: Oh yeah. 

Smith: How many people worked there? 

Bosscher: Well, he was never connected with the paint company, Ford wasn’t. 

Smith: Just his father? 

Bosscher: Yeah, his father.  His stepfather. 

Smith: As far as you could tell, they were very close? 
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Bosscher: Yeah.  And his stepfather died before his mother died.  His mother died just a 

couple years ago. 

Smith: What was his stepfather like? 

Bosscher: I never really met her, really.  She always kept to herself.  I met her when they 

were living out in East Grand Rapids.  They were married then and that’s 

where all the other children were born in East Grand Rapids. 

Smith: And, obviously, Grand Rapids has changed a lot since you were students 

together.  What was the community like back then.  Very Dutch? 

Bosscher: Well, I think growing up it was probably known as a Dutch town because 

there were so many Christian Reformist schools and churches.  In fact, I was 

brought up in Baxter Christian School until about the sixth grade.  Things 

were getting tough, my folks couldn’t afford tuition anymore, so then I went 

to South.  Went to South in 7-2. 

Smith: We know there were a lot of churches, were there a lot of movie theaters? 

Bosscher: Oh yeah, more so than they are now.  There was one in Lafayette, one in Burt 

Heights, one in Madison Square, there were two other smaller ones in 

Westside, down in the North End.  But there were about five smaller theaters 

and they were very, very active.  Ten cents.  And I was so short, I was ten 

cents until I was about 15.  I was soaking wet about 90 pounds when I 

graduated from high school.  Went to Fort Sharon(?) and played in the band.  

I was a drummer in the band and they went through to get some uniforms.  

First of all, I had size 4 shoes, pants you couldn’t get them small enough, so 

they hung over the rolled parts, collar was about this (gestures a loose collar), 

so I sent home for some smaller clothing.  Fort Sharon, for about two years, I 

was there.  I was the smallest corporal in the CMPC and they had a 

competition in rifle shooting.  And they had the smallest one from each 

company from the men.  And I won that, but when I’d sit in the sitting 

position, they had to have folks sit behind me. (mimics rifle kick back and 

laughs) 
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Smith: Now, were you in Grand Rapids during the Depression?  What was life like in 

this time?  How bad was it? 

Bosscher: I can remember the Depression years.  I don’t know how my mother and 

father really survived it.  It’s back in it now. 

Smith: What was it like? 

Bosscher: They didn’t even have welfare that they have now.  But my mother always 

had food on the table. 

Smith: How’d they manage with so many people out of work? 

Bosscher: My father was a salesman.  He worked at Hayes Barney(?) for awhile.  He 

was never really unemployed for very long, in fact he dug those ditches for 

the original Holtzman Field(?), put in the drainage ditches for the outfield 

when that was built and that was done by city workers. 

Smith: Now, President Ford was an Eagle Scout.  Were you ever a Boy Scout? 

Bosscher: No, I was always active in the Y.  I would start going to Y camp when I was 

ten years old.  In fact, I got my first membership on the Christmas tree when I 

was ten years old.  I was standing marksman.  And I’ve been a continuous 

member now for 83 years.  I was honored a couple of years ago in one of the 

Y meetings as the longest living member; not the oldest, there are guys there 

that are older than me, but the longest living member. 

Smith: Did you know the president’s brothers, the other members of his family? 

Bosscher: Oh, yeah, there was…I think he only had one or two brothers? 

Smith: Weren’t there three?  Yeah, Tom, Jim and Dick. 

Bosscher: Yeah, but they all went to East Grand Rapids. 

Smith: Was it a close family? 

Bosscher: Oh yeah, he always was, as far as the family went.  And he was always close 

to his mother. 

Smith: Really? 
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Bosscher: Yeah. 

Smith: Did you know her? 

Bosscher: I met her a few times.  She lived in those apartments on Foam(?) Street in 

college. 

Smith: Do you remember the last time you saw President Ford or heard from him? 

Bosscher: Yeah, let’s see.  It was one of his visits in Grand Rapids.  I saw him just one 

other time he came to Grand Rapids in one form or another, not maybe to 

speak to him personally. 

Smith: Why do you think the 30-30 Club stayed together so long? 

Bosscher: I know there was the state championship.  Some of the fellows just joined the 

last two or three weeks.  I know Jim Trimpe joined the team in the last two or 

three weeks, ‘cause he was quite a track star, fast.  And his track coach never 

wanted him to go out to football and Gettings was always after the track 

coach to release Trimpe so he could put him in.  So he only played, I think, 

the last 5 or 6 games he was with the South varsity. 

Smith: Who was your coach? 

Bosscher: Cliff Gettings. 

Smith: What was he like? 

Bosscher: Really good leader.  He was the only coach we had and he got on those guys.  

We practiced out at Garfield Park, and if you came late for practice, he’d start 

them running around the swimming pool and then he’d forget about them.  

(laughs)  They’d run around that pool until it was time to go back into Grand 

Rapids. 

Smith: Do you know if Ford was ever late for practice? 

Bosscher: If you ever saw Ford, loaded as much as that old Ford he had.  Everybody 

could get out to ride from Garfield Park to Grand Rapids.  That was a long 

walk from about Burton Street to Hall Street. 
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Smith: How could he afford to have even an old Ford? 

Bosscher: I don’t know.  He got that Ford as soon as he moved out to East Grand 

Rapids.  And he drove that back and forth to work and to school.  He worked 

all the time.  He worked at old Bill Skougi’s hamburger place across from the 

school.  He worked there for lunch hours. 

Smith: And that’s where he met his father. 

Bosscher: Yeah, that’s where his father showed up one day.  And he met him, but he 

said, “I don’t want to see you again.”  Told his father, “We’ve met and I don’t 

want to see you again,” because his father abandoned him and when Ford was 

kind of making a name for himself, his father shows up.  So he says, “We’ve 

met and I never want to see you again.”  I never knew about his original 

name. 

Smith: And Bill Skougi’s, it was a hamburger place?  And it was across the street 

from the school. 

Bosscher: Yeah, across the street from the school.  Served a lot of hamburgers and ice 

cream sandwiches.  In fact, all the athletes that worked there worked there 

over the lunch hour. 

Smith: Did you know that he wanted to go on to college?  That he wanted to go to the 

University of Michigan? 

Bosscher: Yeah, in fact, after he got out of the varsity and enlisted, another fellow and I 

hitchhiked down to Ann Arbor, hopped over the fence to get in.  People were 

going over one fence, the police were over at another.  We were going over 

the fence over here.  Sat down and we saw him play against Illinois.  That was 

the first year he was playing, because Chuck Bernard was the All-American 

center. 

Smith: Was center the only position he ever played? 

Bosscher: Yeah, played basketball and he did field events and track – shot put, discus.  

Now, Leon Joslin, he continued in his athletics, he’s got a world record in 

senior Olympics. 
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Smith: What do you have to do to be a good center?  What particular qualities does it 

call for? 

Bosscher: He has to be likeable, well fed(?), and don’t have any enemies. 

Smith: Did you go to the funeral? 

Bosscher: Oh yes.  In fact, it was quite an honor.  Leon Joslin came from Seattle for the 

funeral.  He said his daughter picked him up, she lived out on the coast, she 

picked him up and he flew in time for the funeral.  We had front row seats.  

And when all those dignitaries were coming in, they came in, shook hands 

with us.  We met the governor of Michigan, the vice president of the United 

States and all the representatives, anybody that came, they came across and 

shook hands with us. 

Smith: Do you remember back to when you were sitting there?  What did you think 

about Jerry Ford? 

Bosscher: Well, he was just a great guy.  We met, we used to play in Madison Park, had 

a lot of friends down there.  That was when he was at Madison School and 

then went out to South High in the 7th grade.  He wasn’t an all “A” student, 

but always got good grades.  

Smith: Were there teachers that he had or you had that were particularly important?  

Can you think of any school teachers that were especially…  I mean, you 

mentioned the coach. 

Bosscher: He probably had Ed Levally(?) and probably had … 

Smith: His favorite subjects were history.  He took Latin and he didn’t care for it. 

Bosscher: I don’t think he took Latin.  He probably took French or Spanish like I did.  

(laughs)  You really had to like languages if you took Latin, could speak 

Latin.  What could you do with it?  Interpret?  But if you could speak some 

French “oui oui”.  (laughs) 

Smith: Were there any other mentors, anybody who really had some influence on 

him?  Besides his parents who had influence on him, were there other people 
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you could think of, people in the community or people around the school, that 

he sort of looked up to or hung around with?  You know, other influences. 

Bosscher: He wasn’t a top student, top level.  But he always had passing grades.  You 

never had to worry about him being eligible for athletics. 

Smith: Is there something about Grand Rapids in those days that you miss?  Is there 

something that’s gone from the town you grew up in? 

Bosscher: Oh, I don’t know.  All through high school, I delivered railroad timetables.  

There’s a printer down at the Pantlind Hotel, he’d put out these – they’re a 

loose leaf affair – they’re train schedules - the front would always have the 

month on it.  So with that route, it took me all over town.  It’d take me about 

three or four days after school.  I’d get out, I’d get out of school the last two 

periods.  I never had any classes the last two periods all through high school.  

And I kept that until I finally gave it up.  There were a lot of offices, different 

offices, I couldn’t even figure out why they had those things. 

Smith: The Pantlind Hotel was a pretty fancy place, wasn’t it? 

Bosscher: Yeah. 

Smith: Was that the big hotel in town? 

Bosscher Yeah, I used to go in the back door down through the path and the print shop 

was way in the front.  I could’ve gone through the front down the stairs, but 

they wouldn’t let me.  I was just a commoner.  (laughs)  I had to go through 

the back door.  (laughs)  I always rode a bike until one day my bike was 

stolen from the Y.  I think the first time I had to go down Pantlind Road, I did 

it on roller skates and I went to the police department and said, “Do you have 

any bikes that are still workable?”  Well, they gave me one and I kept it a 

couple months and I was going to take it down to Shorty Slater(?) and have it 

fixed up a little bit and he said, “Hey kid, I just got your bike in.  The kid that 

stole my bike tried to sell it to Shorty Slater, but Shorty knew my bike, so I 

got my old bike back again. 

Smith: One last thing, besides teammates or maybe teammates, who were Jerry 

Ford’s friends?  Did he have a best friend? 
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Bosscher: I don’t know of any particular fellows unless they were teammates of the 

football squad’s top men, Art Brown, Stuey Schiltzer(?), Al Elliot(?), Dale 

Heismann(?)...  

Smith: They all sort of hang around together? 

Bosscher: Not necessarily hung around together.  None of them lived near him.  He 

lived on Union until they moved out to East Grand Rapids.  I lived just a 

block from him on Thomas.   

Smith: Were you ever in their house on Union Street? 

Bosscher: Yeah, it was your ordinary big house.  In fact, the fellow that took it over 

remodeled it a little bit.  Didn’t change the looks of it.  Got a black and white 

photo of the home of Jerry Ford. 

Smith: Thank you, thank you.  Is there anything else you want to add? 

Other: Mr. Bosscher, I did want to ask you, when you knew Jerry Ford in high 

school, did you ever have a sense or the classmates around him have a sense 

that this guy is really going to go places? 

Bosscher: I was a year behind him.  So I was never in the same sessions as him as we’re 

growing up.  We had the first session when we started there, but after that I 

was always in the session behind him.  I can’t say I know of anybody that 

didn’t like Jerry Ford.  Or that he had any enemies.  There were maybe some 

guys that he beat up on the football field. 

Smith: Did you ever think he’d be president? 

Bosscher: No, I mean, I didn’t think he’d ever run.  But he was congressman for years 

and he didn’t introduce too many things, and it comes out now that he was 

quite active, but he must’ve been well enough to be Nixon’s successor.  To 

jump from congressman to president, it was quite a jump for him, too.  They 

say, “Well, he wasn’t a good president.”  But it comes out now, he did a lot of 

good things. 

Smith: Takes awhile sometimes. 
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Bosscher: And it’s just too bad that he didn’t live a bit longer to enjoy some of the things 

they’re giving him credit for now.  He was in good health until he died. 


